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About Face considers the acts of seeing, being seen, and looking back. 

To record the likeness of oneself or another is a powerful proposition with dynamic 

determinants of meaning. In thinking about these meanings, we’ve asked ourselves a 

number of questions: 

Why is the tension between seeing and being seen so compelling?

In this era of hyper-awareness, who can portray whom? Is it possible for the artist/

documenter with a sound conceptual premise to depict their subject in a neutral 

way, undetermined by their own position in the world? Is the gaze of the portrayer 

inevitably a position of power? What happens when the subject looks back with equal 

pointedness? 

Faces that look out of pictures return the gaze to their beholders in a complex and 

sometimes tense exchange. Could this constitute an artistic gesture affirming the 

presence of the artist to the world? Can the subject represented be a substitute for the 

artist, the image becoming a projected self-portrait, if not an actual one?

From portrait galleries to daily bureaucracy and now social media, portraits always 

represent people in the minds of others. With more cameras than people in existence 

today, is the contemporary portrait defined by the omnipresence of smart phones, 

social media and ID cards? Is the global mass of portraits changing our understanding 

of the genre? 

An exhibition of portraits may combine to become a collective, as an assembly of 

individuals may resemble a crowd. What are the implications of this intervention? Are 

we creating an environment that encourages the projection of archetypes? 

Eyes are an important motif in such an exhibition. They are the locus of our individual 

worlds, instruments for seeing ‘what’ and ‘who’. What does it mean if visitors are 

enveloped in a room of eyes? In thinking about the 21st century’s proliferation of 

recording technologies, what if the eye is symbolically replaced by a camera? 

Where portraits are non-verbal descriptions of people, do words have a place?
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Family, 2008

Mixed media on paper

140 x 100cm
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Untitled, 2006

Mixed media on paper

100 x 70cm
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